Radiological and invasive diagnosis in the detection of pneumonia in fabrile neutropenia.
In the case of febrile neutropenia, a chest X-ray most often does not detect pneumonia and this may be related to the low sensitivity of this technique since high-resolution computed tomography (CT) has been shown to be suggestive of pneumonia in the majority of the cases when fever persists for more than 48 h. In such cases, early documentation of pneumonia is often possible. The pattern of pulmonary infiltrates on chest radiograph and CT scan can only be considered as indicative and confirmation of non-infectious or infectious processes is better achieved by bronchoalveolar lavage combined with transbronchial biopsy provided there is no contraindication. The results of the CT scan may also help to determine the site of sampling.